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President's Message: 
 

What a marvelous summer! Warm temperatures and plenty of sunshine made the outdoors a 

pleasant place to be. Limited rain meant we did not have to cancel scheduled activities or skip 

them to take care of overgrown lawns and gardens. Thank you to all the activity coordinators 

who set up the group schedule and kept us informed throughout the season. The very high 

level of participation by our members is a tribute to their effort and dedication. We could not 

have done it without them. 

Some of our activities will soon be going into hibernation for the winter but there will be plenty 

of new ones to take their place and many ongoing groups which would welcome new members. 

You will have an opportunity to sign up at our monthly meetings or you can look at the 

activities section of this newsletter to see what is available and who to contact. Jump in. 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the one year anniversary of our club. What a 

success story. We reached our target of 200 members in the first month and added 50 more in 

just a week. The level of participation at monthly meetings, in the activity groups and at social 

events is high. But while this is gratifying it puts a real strain on our human resources. 

Coordinators need assistants, social/speakers committees need volunteers and the 

Management Committee is stretched thin. Would you consider lending your considerable 

talents and energy to the Club? Feel free to step forward or say yes when you are approached. 

You will be happy you did. 

Finally, a reminder our annual dues are payable by November 31. You will be able to pay at the 

October and November meetings or you can do it by mail to our PO Box. Remember, cheques 

only. 

See you at the meeting on Sept. 26th, 

 

Steve Officer   

President  
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Guest Speaker This Month – Sept. 26th: 

 

Topic: Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 

Presenter: Catherine Daw 

In 2005 Catherine with a group of other individuals including her spouse, Bryan, successfully 
climbed Kilimanjaro. Planning, preparation and follow-through are just some of the 
components needed when tackling a climb of this nature.  Discipline, commitment and 
perseverance are mixed in to assist when the going gets tough. 
 
In this presentation, Catherine will describe her climb up Mount Kilimanjaro including the 
preparation before the climb, the challenge and trials during the climb and the incredible sense 
of accomplishment at the peak, along with great pictures. 
 
Join Catherine as she recounts an inspirational story of personal and professional triumph.   
 
Catherine currently heads her own coaching and consulting practice, Leading From Behind.   
With a drive to deliver results through people, she has a keen interest in making a difference to 
the development of leaders.  Today she works with small/medium sized businesses offering 
leadership and business coaching, and consulting services.  
 
She is an avid outdoors person with a high degree of risk and adventurist spirit – both on land 
and water.  Some of her best ideas have come through experiences in nature and she brings 
that element of open thinking to everything she does.  Catherine is a member of 4Seasons 
Probus. 
 
Upcoming Guest Speakers: 
 
October 24, 2018 - “1812 and the Age of Sail" 
Presenter - Bracebridge Author Cheryl Cooper 
November 28, 2018 – Inaugural AGM – Annual General Meeting & 
Xmas Lunch! 
December, 2018 – No Meeting 
January 23, 2019 - John Millar, President, Digital Boundary Group, 
Computer Security 
February 27, 2019 - Blue Mountain Acupuncture 
March 27, 2019 - Laura MacDougall 
 

Martin Ruthven - Speaker’s Chair  

This is an outline of the speakers we 
currently have and we thought it would 
be a good idea to give our members a 

list of what we presently have planned.   
With a membership now of 250 

members I am sure there are people 
with some very interesting life 

experiences that would be of interest 
to our group, from a career 

perspective, a travel experience or a 
personal experience.   We are always 

looking for ideas/suggestions for 
speakers, so do not hesitate to contact 

either: 
 

Martin Ruthven     or     Cate McMullen. 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Social/Activity Co-conveners' Message: 

 

We hope everyone has had and active and enjoyable summer.  Many on our groups continued 
through the summer months.  There have been kayaking courses and excursions, bike rides, 
hikes, to name a few. 

We also hosted a Co-ordinator appreciation gathering at Northwinds Brew Pub at Blue 
Mountain to express our appreciation for the work done by our co-ordinators. 

We will again be making sign ups available for upcoming activities.  If you have already signed 
up and participated in activities like snow shoeing, skiing, euchre, etc., you do not need to sign 
up again.  You need only sign up for new activities.   

We have had invitations from other Probus groups for events they are running, and will make 
those available for sign up as well. These include Oktoberfest with Lighthouse Probus on 
October 18, and a performance of Handel’s Messiah by Choral Works on November 30 and 
December 1.  So remember to bring your cheque books!!! 

As a reminder, please, if you receive and email from a group co-ordinator, please respond yay 
or nay.  They need to know numbers for their planning purposes.  

We are all looking forward to another fun, active year of activities for our members.  If there 
are activities you would like to see happening, please bring them forward at our meetings. 

 

FOR ANY EVENT WHICH WILL REQUIRE PAYMENT UP FRONT, TO AN EVENT PROVIDER, 
PLEASE ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 

As a club, we are not able to cover cost over runs for events. Therefore, please provide the 
management committee with the event details prior to offering sign up for members. These 
details would include: date, cost, location, minimum number of participants required, final 
commitment/cancellation date.  All participants will be expected to pay at the time of sign up 
with a cheque payable to 4Seasons Probus Club.  Our treasurer will then pay the event provider 
when we are invoiced. If you have questions, please contact any of the members of the 
management committee. 

 

 

 

  

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or 

use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 
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Updates from our coordinators for our activities/events  

A huge thank you to all our coordinators who are leading us in some great activities. The 
weather has overall been great for our summer activities. The following are summaries of some 
of our events.  In addition, there are more planned, including road biking, tennis, and more. Our 
winter activities will be added back onto the list soon.  See the activity table further on for 
contact information and times.  
 
Non-Fiction Book Club: 

We will meet at the home of Janet Hogarth (10 Evergreen Road, Collingwood) at 2 p.m. on 

Thursday September 20th to discuss Jane Goodall's book Hope for Animals and Their World - 

How Endangered Species Are Being Rescued from the Brink. If you wish, please bring another 

non-fiction book which you have read (or would like to read) so we can select some upcoming 

books for future gatherings. New members are welcome, but please let Ruth Plant know if you 

plan to attend (ruth.plant625@gmail.com). 

 

EZEE Riders Cycling Group 

The EZEE Riders Cycling Group has had 

an active season on the trails in this 

region. Starting in early June, we have 

done 12 rides on Friday mornings 

starting at 10:00 am. Each ride has been 

approximately 20 K and takes about 2 hr 

of easy peddling. So far we have been on 

the Collingwood trails, the Georgian trail 

as far as Meaford, the Collingwood to 

Stayner rail trail, the Wasaga Beach trail 

and, most recently, the Tay trail between 

Midland and Victoria Harbour. 

Of course, we finish each ride with lunch 

and a beverage on the patio of a local restaurant. 

If this is your kind of cycling we would love to have you join us in the spring. Contact Diane 

Fitzgerald ( fitzgeraldsrock@gmail.com ) or Steve Officer ( sofficer@bell.net ). 

 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Road Biking 

What a great summer for biking.   

Our first ride had a good turnout... 

We road every Monday from 10 to 11:30 or so. 

The routes were mostly flat with a few rolling 

hills. The group dwindled a bit as the summer 

went on. I was away for August so Wiwi led the 

group around Lake Eugenia, from Rocklyn and 

Vandeleur Park. Most routes were typically 

around 25k. Great group and great fun! 

 

Gillian Mayne and Wiwi Thomsen 

 

Walking Group 

A small group of us have walked throughout the summer 
months. 

We are now meeting on Friday mornings at 10 am at 
Harbourview Park (behind McDonald's). The walks are 
between an hour and an hour and half long in and around 
Collingwood.   Mieke Meere 

  

Knitting Group 

Knitting ladies continued thru the summer.  

Our august meeting was a trip to Barrie for the first ever fibre fest!  "WHAT HAPPENS AT FIBRE 
FEST, STAYS AT FIBRE FEST!! It was an awesome day!! 

Cheryl Wild is hosting Sept meeting and I am still looking for someone to host Oct.  Then I will 
be back at it full speed! 

Sandi 
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Kayak/Canoe Group  

We had quite a good season of Kayaking.  With 
originally over 80 people registered it felt like a 
daunting task to get it underway.  We gained great 
advice from the Mountainview Kayak group and 
sorting out with those who signed their experience, 
interest, etc. we ended up with about 30 people.  
From there we undertook 2 clinics, one in June and 
another July with Eagle Adventures.   2 days for 
beginners and 1 day as a refresher for those who 
already had experience.  Everyone who attended felt 
it was well worth the time and money – gaining 
increased skills, safety know-how and confidence on the water and paddling.  We booked 6 
paddles and completed 5 (one cancellation due to weather).  On average we had 5-12 paddlers 
and covered a range of locations – Beaver River, Nottawasaga River, Lake Eugenia and the Inner 
Harbour, Georgian Bay.  We are hoping to get out for one more paddle before storing away our 
gear.    

We used Free Spirit Tours for our rentals – they were amazing.  We also 
discovered a fantastic sign-up application 
which made organizing with the club 
members simple and convenient.   

Good times, lots of lessons and looking 
forward to next year.   

 

Catherine Daw and Karen Close (co-coordinators) 

 

 

Gardening Group 

The garden club has been meeting monthly at a different member’s garden. We take a tour and 
discuss gardening tips and ideas along with a wide range of topics. Our next meeting is Sept. 
27, 1 - 3 PM at the home of Mary Stewart. All are welcome. 

Linda 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Activity/Events Summary: (Click on the Coordinator's name to send an email) 

  

Title of Activity Coordinator Schedule Location Status 

Book Club 1 Susan Laderoute  First Thursday Monthly 115 Conservation Way Open 

Book Club 2 – Non-
fiction Ruth Plant May 24th Various Open 

Book Club 3 Barb Rogers 3rd Tuesday Monthly Various Open 

Wine Study Bob Moenck June 5th Coffin Ridge Open 

Guess Who's Coming 
to Dinner 

Jane Tilley (prime) 
Sharon Yates Sept. 25th Various - TBD Open 

Learn to Knit Sandi Allevato  2nd Monday Monthly Sandi's Residence Open 

Quilting Erika Gillis  TBD TBD Open 

Pole Walking 
Mary Jane 
McIntyre  Mondays TBD Open 

Group Investing Barry Davenport TBD TBD Open 

Euchre Jerry Colson  First Thursday Monthly Various Open 

Contemporary History Barry Davenport April 18th TBD Open 

Golf Lessons Ann Fenton 
Mondays beginning 
May 28th Duntroon Highlands Open 

Golf Outings 
Lori Prest (prime) 
Norina Goegan May 28th Cranberry Open 

Golf Weekly Mike Liethead Weekly Monterra Golf Club Open 

Theatre 

Jennifer Knight 
(prime) 
Heather Hamilton Single Events Various Open 

Cooking Pat Bergman-Billo June 14 & 26 Loblaw Open 

Walking Mieke Meere Tuesdays at 10:00 Harbourview Park Open 

Hiking Steve Rogers May 17th Blue Mountains Open 

Gardening -  
Landscaping Sylvia Lancaster TBD TBD Open 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
mailto:susanladeroute@gmail.com
mailto:ruthbru625@gmail.com
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mailto:sharonyates1106@hotmail.com
mailto:gs.allevato@sympatico.ca
mailto:erikagillis@gmail.com
mailto:maryj.mcintyre@gmail.com
mailto:maryj.mcintyre@gmail.com
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mailto:bdavp@rogers.com
mailto:annfenton72@gmail.com
mailto:prest@rogers.com
mailto:norinac@sympatico.ca
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mailto:djknight@hotmail.ca
mailto:hamfamily@sympatico.ca
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Title of Activity Coordinator Schedule Location Status 

Trail/Mountain Biking Diane Fitzgerald May 18th Pet Valu parking lot Open 

Road Biking Gillian Mayne TBD TBD Open 

Travel 
Coordinator 
Required TBD TBD Open 

Kayaking/Canoeing 

Karen Malbeuf 
(prime) 

Catherine Daw TBD Various Open 

Yoga Jacqui Eger 3rd Wed. Monthly YMCA Open 

Drop in Cards Penny Preston Start in May Collingwood Legion Open 

Tennis Ron McGhee TBD TBD Open 

Motorcycling Group Mike Bettam 
On Wednesdays, 
every two weeks. 

Tim's parking lot at 
MacEwen's at 124 & 
Poplar Open 

Bee Keeping Group 
Ron McGhee 
(prime) 

Not only are the Bees 
delayed this spring, so 
is the group & it will 
eventually get going! TBD Open 

Dining Out Laurel Gibson Early May 
Cranberry Resort 
Station Open 

 

 

  

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Additional Event Information: 
 

More to Come! 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Please visit our growing web site. It has been upgraded and is still under construction. 

Two key new pages are Activities/Events Calendar & Agenda (listing by date) Views. As we get 

ramped up this month, these pages will be continuously be updated and you will be able to 

view all scheduled activities/events in one spot and click and add to your own personal 

calendar. Coordinators will eventually have access to the calendar and be able to post their 

activity dates, times, description, locations, etc. directly. 

The current password for the members’ only page is 4seasons. 

https://www.4seasonsprobus.com/ 
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2018 Management Committee:  
 

Position  Name  Phone number  

President  Steve Officer  519-281-7207 

1st Vice President  Stephen Haslam  519-216-1799 

2nd Vice President  Diane Fitzgerald  416-930-1850 

Treasurer  Sue Barbour 416-985-7164 

Secretary Mary Ferguson  647-640-7875 

Membership Chair Bruce Clark 705-532-9829 

Communication Coordinator   Bryan Vermander 705-446-2349 

Social Coordinator  Ann Fenton 519-940-2582 

Social Coordinator  JoAnne Ruthven 289-383-3129 

Speakers Chair  Martin Ruthven  289-383-3129 
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