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President's Message: 
 

Happy New Year!!    

It is my pleasure to assume the mantel of President of the 4Seasons Probus Club in our second 
year.   I have been involved with the Club since its inception in the role of Second Vice President 
and its been an interesting and enjoyable journey.   I’m thrilled to have met so many new folks 
in the Collingwood area and to see how our Club has brought so many active and enthusiastic 
people together.   

Our first year was very successful and thanks to all of you.  We have over 30 activity groups and 
have been at full membership at over 250, plus a waiting list almost since day one.   This month 
will be welcoming a number of new members.   Watch for the special sticker they will be 
wearing at the General Meeting and say Hello.   

Thanks to Steve Officer for taking on the Presidency in our inaugural year.   We are grateful that 
he will remain active on the Management Committee in the Past President role.   We are also 
very fortunate to have the entire first year Management Committee providing continuity and 
staying for Year Two. AND thrilled to welcome two new Members At Large to the Committee – 
Gene Allevato and Cate McMullen.   Congratulations and welcome.   

Special shout out to the winter outdoor activities which are in full swing.  We are so lucky to live 
in this beautiful region and every season is a delight – enjoy the snow.  Take a close look at the 
Social Committee’s planned club events for the full year and get them on your calendar. Join a 
new activity group and meet different people and learn something new.   

We encourage all of you to step up – participation makes this Club ROCK.   Activity 
coordination, Social Committee membership, Management Committee or helping out where 
you can and of course – join the activities and have fun.    

Best Wishes for much joy, good health and continued prosperity and remember: 

 

 

Diane Fitzgerald 

President 
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Guest Speaker This Month – Jan. 23rd: 
 

Topic: Cyber Security – A Tour of the Community and Where 

Are We Headed 

Speaker: John Millar, President, Digital Boundary 

Group 

John Millar is the President of the information technology security assurance 

firm Digital Boundary Group (DBG). 

Prior to founding Digital Boundary Group, John practiced law in the High Tech and E-Business 

Practice Group of Harrison Pensa LLP, having been a founding member of the group. He 

remains a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada and is a member of the Canadian Bar 

Association, Information Technology Section and the Canadian Corporate Counsel Association. 

John has over 30 years of senior level management experience with national and international 

companies 

This promises to be a very interesting, informative presentation that will provide some very 

enlightening insights into Cyber Security.   You don’t want to miss it!!! 

 

Upcoming Guest Speakers: 

February 27, 2019 – Jeff McMacklin & Corinna McFarlane; Blue Mountain Acupuncture 

March 27, 2019 - Laura MacDougall; Learned Resilience 

April 24 – Bruce King & Mary Jane McIntyre; A Ribbon of Wilderness at Your Doorstep 

May 22 – Erika Engle; Collingwood Today 

June 26 – Dean Campbell; Sommelier 

September 25 - Chris Allum; Ontario Securities; Protect your Money – 

fraud prevention and how to make more informed investing decisions. 

October 23 – Cathy Gildner; Psychological Heroism 

 

 
 
 
Your Speakers Committee  

This is an outline of the speakers we 
currently have and we thought it would 
be a good idea to give our members a 

list of what we presently have planned.   
With a membership now of 250 

members I am sure there are people 
with some very interesting life 

experiences that would be of interest 
to our group, from a career 

perspective, a travel experience or a 
personal experience.   We are always 

looking for ideas/suggestions for 
speakers, so do not hesitate to contact  

 

Cate McMullen. 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Social/Activity Co-conveners' Message: 

 

Happy New Year Probus members. Snow has fallen, so we expect you are all ready to enjoy 

outdoor winter activities along with the ongoing indoor activities.  With the beginning of our 

second year as a club, we welcome some new members who we hope will find lots of activities 

to join and meet new friends. 

Our Social Committee is meeting monthly to plan some exciting events for our members in the 

coming months.  We will be offering sign-up sheets at out monthly meetings for most events to 

gauge interest so we can move forward with planning. 

We will be offering at our meeting on January 23 the opportunity to sign up for activities, as 

well as our first social event of 2019…BOWLED OVER BY YOUR LOVE on February 14.  Can you 

think of a better way to spend Valentine's Day?  Join us at 1:45 pm on February 14th at 

Georgian Bowl at 832 Hurontario Street for two hours of bowling fun.  Cost for two games + 

shoes is $15.00 per person.  They are licensed and you can buy snacks there as well.  Payment 

by cheque or cash is required at our regular monthly meeting. Those who signed up at our last 

meeting as an expression of interest, please bring in your cheques. 

 We will be advising Georgian Bowl shortly thereafter the number of members attending. 

 

FOR ANY EVENT WHICH WILL REQUIRE PAYMENT UP FRONT, TO AN EVENT PROVIDER, 
PLEASE ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES: 

As a club, we are not able to cover cost over runs for events. Therefore, please provide the 
management committee with the event details prior to offering sign up for members. These 
details would include: date, cost, location, minimum number of participants required, final 
commitment/cancellation date.  All participants will be expected to pay at the time of sign up 
with a cheque payable to 4Seasons Probus Club.  Our treasurer will then pay the event provider 
when we are invoiced. If you have questions, please contact any of the members of the 
management committee. 

 

  

[Grab your reader’s attention with a 

great quote from the document or 

use this space to emphasize a key 

point. To place this text box 

anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 
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Updates from our coordinators for our activities/events  

COOKING GROUP 

Phyllo Pastry Party- Tuesday, February 19th 2-5pm. 

This hands-on event will be held at Mary S.'s home and led by Val K. who are both members of 

the Cooking Group. Four delicious recipes featuring phyllo pastry will be prepared and eaten 

that afternoon. Participants will reimburse Val for all the ingredients purchased. More details 

and a sign up to follow within the next week. 

 

GROUP INVESTING 

Last met at the end of November where Jim Edgeworth made a presentation on “using options 

to enhance income”. The next meet is expected to take place on February 12th.  

 

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 

Last met in early December during which we followed up on recent activity and discussed topics 

of interest to the group which could be scheduled for future meetings. In particular the group is 

seeking presentations that focuses on local history of the Georgian Bay area, including 

aboriginal history and the history of the black community in the area.  

I have a very active travel schedule over the next several months, and will do my best to co-

ordinate these meetings when I know I will be in Collingwood.  

 

EUCHRE 

There was a spirited night of euchre December 13th hosted by Kim and Jerry Colson. In 

attendance were: Ian and 

Mary Ann Gallacher, Mike and 

Rita Leithead, Dale and Pam 

Adams, and Howard Morrison. 

Our most recent game was 

January 10th, 2019! 

 

  

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/


4Seasons Probus Club 

Collingwood 

"Newsletter" 
Founded: November 17th, 2017 

“Our Strength is Fellowship; Our Success is Participation.” 

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/ 

 
Issue Date: 
Jan. 16th  
2019  
 
Issue # 10 

  

5 
  

KNITTING 
 
After a break for Christmas, the knitters are back together—knitting and wining on the second 

Tuesday each month.    

  

Figure 1 - Editor's Note: This is the "real" activity! 
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CROSS COUNTRY SKIING 

 

We have had a number of very enjoyable outings 
at Scenic Caves and Nordic Highlands followed 
by lunch. We meet every Friday at approximately 
9:30 a.m., weather and snow permitting, at one 
of the local spots. If you are interested in joining 
us, please let me (Bruce) know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAVEL 
 
Wendy Stimson has assumed the co-ordinator position for this group.  For the meeting on 

January 23, Gloria Thompson from Georgian Travel Probus will be speaking, and sharing details 

of upcoming trips they have planned.  

 

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER 
 
As many may know, Jane Tilley has retired as Co-ordinator and Joan Walsh has stepped in to 
help me with this event. 
The January dinner was cancelled and changed to TUESDAY FEBRUARY 26. If you signed up for 
January please sign up again for February either at the meeting Jan. 23 or to me by return email 
and I will put you on the list.  Here is what we need to know: 
Can you host a dinner for 8 people?  You do not need to cook.  The guests bring the food and 
you simply set the table and prepare for your guests. 
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As guests, you will be asked to bring one of the following:  Appetizer, Salad, Main dish, a starch, 
a vegetable or dessert, Rolls or bread and butter.--all to serve 8 people. 
This is a BYOB event, so bring whatever you wish to drink.  
See you at the meeting.  Sharon Yates 
 
 
SNOWSHOEING 
 

The weather hasn't been cooperative but some of us 

have been out a few times, but so far it's been 

mainly hiking.  We have 35 people who have signed 

up.  We're hoping to have some quality outings as 

the winter continues.  Please let Jim Ransom know if 

you want to join the group by sending him an email 

jimransom28@gmail.com.  Also if anyone is 

interested we do need another group leader in 

addition to Catherine Daw and Jim.  Contact Jim 

 
NON-FICTION BOOK GROUP 
 
We now plan to meet the third Thursday of the month from 2-4 p.m. at the homes of various 
members. Dates, book titles and locations (when they are known) for the first half of 2019 are: 
 
Thursday January 17 - The Inconvenient Indian - A Curious Account of Native People in North 
America by Thomas King. The home of Ruth Plant and Bruce Clark, 354 Cedar Street, 
Collingwood. 
 
Thursday February 21 - David and Goliath- Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants by 
Malcolm Gladwell. The home of Janet Hogarth, 10 Evergreen Road, Collingwood. 
 
Thursday March 21 - Born a Crime: Stories of a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah.   
 
Thursday April 18 - Lands of Lost Borders - Out of Bounds on the Silk Road by Kate Harris.  
 
Thursday May 16 - Infidel by Ayaan Hersi Ali.  
 
Thursday June 20 - 21 Lessons for the 21st Century by Yuval Noah Harari.  
 
For more information, please contact Ruth Plant at ruth.plant625@gmail.com. Thank you.  
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Additional Event Information: 

 

PROBUS LEGENDS SKI CLUB 

 

Dinner Show and dance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROBUS CURLING BONSPIEL 

The Probus Club of Blue Mountain is holding a bonspiel at the Collingwood Curling Club on 

February 7.  There are two games—one 8 end game and one 6 end game.   The early draw 

starts promptly at 8:30 and the late draw is starts at 11:00. Cost is $40.00 per person.  4Seasons 

Probus has entered 2 rinks, but one of our members is needing to withdraw, so we are 

looking for a replacement.  The bonspiel as a whole is also short one team.  We will have a 

sign-up sheet at the meeting on January 23.  It is a fun day, including lunch and laughs.  The 

contact with Probus Club of Blue Mountain is Jack Thorndike (705-446-6577) 

or jackthorndike1@gmail.com. 

Please see the flyer on the next page. 

  

http://www.4seasonsprobus.com/
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Additional Event Information: 

THE PROBUS CLUB OF BLUE MOUNTAIN 

 

 

 

Thursday February 7th, 2019 

1 – 8 End + 1 - 6 End Draw at Curling Club of Collingwood 

Teams: All Men . . . All Women . . . Mixed . . . All Welcome! 

Early Draw: 8:30 am   Late Draw: 11:00 am 

$40.00 per player  $160.00 per team 

Complete the following to book your rink for 2019. 

Skip: __________________________  Vice: __________________________ 

Second: _______________________   Lead: __________________________ 

E-Mail: ________________________  Tel: ___________________________ 

Early Draw: ______  Late Draw: ______ 

Probus Club Represented:     4Seasons Probus Club, Collingwood 

If entering as an individual, place your name in the position you would prefer. 

Questions? Please contact Jack Thorndike (705-446-6577). 

NOTE: If anyone from 4Seasons would like to form & submit a team, please contact Bryan 

Vermander  

2019 ANNUAL INVITATIONAL  

CURLING BONSPIEL 
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Editor’s Note: 
 

Please visit our growing web site. It has been upgraded and is still under construction. 

Two key new pages are Activities/Events Calendar & Agenda (listing by date) Views. As we get 

ramped up this month, these pages will be continuously be updated and you will be able to 

view all scheduled activities/events in one spot and click and add them to your own personal 

calendar. Coordinators will eventually have access to the calendar and be able to post their 

activity dates, times, description, locations, etc. directly on to the web site calendar. 

The current password for the members’ only page is 4seasons. At this point the club 

membership list AND the Activities list with Coordinator’s names, is available on this page. As a 

reminder the membership list is ONLY for internal use within the club. If you do not want your 

name on this list please inform Bruce, membership director. As a reminder, our web site is as 

follows: 

https://www.4seasonsprobus.com/ 

 

Coordinators: Please Note: Regarding scheduling directly on the web site calendar; those of 

you with a Gmail email account should have received an email from 4Seasons indicating the 

calendar has been shared with you. You now have direct access to the calendar for adding & 

editing your activities/events. I will resend the sharing email to those of you not having a 

Gmail email account. Please keep an eye out for this email.  
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2019 Management Committee:  
 

President Diane Fitzgerald 416-930-1850 

Vice President Martin Ruthven 289-383-3129 

Past President Steve Officer 519-281-7207 

Treasurer Sue Barbour 416-985-7164 

Secretary Mary Ferguson  647-640-7875 

Membership Chair Bruce Clark 705-532-9829 

Communications Coordinator Bryan Vermander  705-446-2349 

Social Conveners Ann Fenton & JoAnne 

Ruthven  

519-940-2582 & 289-383-3129 

At Large Stephen Haslam  289-383-3129 

At Large Gene Allevato  705-445-9508 

At Large – Speakers Chair Cate McMullen 705-445-5218 
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